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Birth Control Talk
Sneaked In at B.C.

By ROBERT J. ANGLIN

Staff Reparter

Editors of the Boston College campus
newspaper defied a ban by school officials
Monday and allowed a speech by a New York
man involved in a militant effort to change
Massachusetts’ birth control laws.

The talk went ahead as scheduled, and
William Baird, 34, spoke for 45 minutes to
about 350 students, most of whom had to
stand in basement corridors to hear the speech
over a public address system.

The resulting controversy, however, ap-
peared to be more over the procedure and
format followed by the student editors rather
than over the subject matter of Baird's talk.

Nevertheless, because of their action, the
editors could face suspension, loss of scholar-
ships or loss of their Eositions on the campus
newspaper, The Heights.
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350 Attend
B.C. Press

‘Conference’
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Bairgi, president of a par-
er.lts‘ qld society in New York
City, is free on baij pending
& court appearance May 8 on
a ch_argg of exhibiting and
distributing a birth control
device during an appearance

at Boston University last
| week,

t Asked earlier Monday if he
would distribute confracep-
| tive materials to Boston Col-
. lege students, Baird said he
‘ would nol. He said his test
! case to overthrow the state’s
birth control laws has begun,”
! and although I've been asked
i twice today to distribute ma-
- terials, I cannot in good con-
science do it again.”

Baird appeared later in
: the evening at a siudent-
sponsored function at God-
cdard Chapel on the Tufts
University campus in Med-
ford.

A statement by Rev.
George L. Drury, S, J. direc-
tor of student personnel sei-
vices at Boston College. said
that Raird was excluded from
use of more formal campus
facilities “hy reason of his
irresponsihle actions in his

. appearance in a university
atmosphete.”

This was an apparent re-
 ference 1o the ineideni at
Boston University that led to
Baird's arrest.

' Fr. Drury said the action
was taken “not in any oposi-
tion to Mr. Baird's ideas re-
garding refor mof this law:
indeed, responsible members
of the university faculty and
the university faculty and

. the Catholic communily at

"large have publicly express-
ed reservations with regard
to this Massachuselts statute,”

Michael Rahill, 20, editor
of th estudent newspaper,
said “I am surprised and
shocked that they would not
allow us to hold a public
forum,

“This issue cught to be dis-
cussed openly o Catholics.

“They should have extend-
ed the school's facilities to
Mr. Baird. It would not have
implied that the university
subscribe to his views.

Fr, Drury had granted per-
mission {or an appearance by
Baird in the newspaper’s of-
flce in McElroy Commons “for
the purpose of an interview
and queslions by The Heights
organization. His appearance
would be limited to members
of The Heighis staff.”

However, the edilors con-
tinued with their plans for a
plblic meeting. About 150
students crowded into The
Heights office, and another
200 jammed the corridors out-
side.

Baird said, “When a univer-
sity decides a censor the stu-
dent body it acts on the same
level as a bully on the street.”

He told the students, “The
state has no right to prevent
access to birth control infor-
mation

“Write your legislator,
ohange these laws.” he urged.

Fr. Drury said the stu-
dent editors' action “would be
regarded as a serious breach
of university policy. Appro-
priate procedure would be
followed for review of this in-
cident by the universily con-
duct committee.”
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